
SOLAR LIBERTY
®

May 31, 2024 

Town of Florida 
Zoning Board 
214 Fort Hunter Rd 
Amsterdam, NY 12010 

\ 

RE: SEP Amsterdam Solar Proj�ct-1225 NY-5S -Appeals Applications 

Dear Zoning Board Chairman: 

Please find enclosed 3 separate Zoning Board Appeal Applications for the proposed solar installation at 
1225 NY-5S, Amsterdam, NY 12010. The Town Board requested that we submit for review of these three 
items at the May 20th meeting. 

Application 1 - Variance Request for 500-foot property line setbacks per 45.5.C.2.a 

Application 2 -Variance Request for 200-foot wetland and stream setbacks per 45.5.C.2.a 

Application 3 -Review of proposed project to determine if a Variance will be needed under 45.5.C.2.d 

Please advise if additional documents are required and we will provide them as soon as possible. 

Very truly yours, 

Solar Liberty Energy Systems, Inc. 

Carter Powell 
Senior Project Manager 
Email: cpowell@solarliberty.com 
Phone: 716.634.3780 ext. 109 
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Buffalo, NY 14221 866.807.7882 Fax 
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Application 45.5.C.2.a - Part 1

Reason 6.C.3 

The Variance would observe the spirit of the Ordinance and would not change the Character of 
the district because: 

\ 

The parcel to the east is vacant farmland owned by the previous owner of the parcel where the 
solar project is proposed; the parcels to the west include the county waste transfer station and 
a private storage facility. Directly south of the site is the New York State Thruway. 

As this property is zoned lnd.ustrial Business Park (IBP) we do not believe the proposed solar 
installation will result in an adverse impact on the surrounding properties if the Town were to 
grant the requested variance to the 500-foot setback requirement. 

Per Article V Section 11, any number of other principle use structures or facilities could be 
erected on this property, including assembly plants, auto repair shops, tool and die shops and 
distribution centers, that would be less aesthetically pleasing, generate more noise and waste, 
and pose a greater pollution risk to surrounding wetlands and streams. 

A non-polluting, relatively quiet solar array that will continue to support both plant life and 
wildlife within the site for decades to come presents itself as a preferred use case for an IBP 
zoned parcel. 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®

SEP Amsterdam City Visual Impact Assessment 

Facility Description 
\ 

The Facility will include ground-mounted, fixed-tilt solar panel arrays, concrete equipment pad, 
perimeter fencing. It will be secured within fence surrounding the solar panels and equipment and can 
be accessed via gates located off the proposed access route. 

The Facility will include the following site features: 

• ~ 4,706 PV Panels
• Area within fence- 6.16 Acres.
• Seven (7)-foot Agricultural Fence
• Underground conduit and wires
• One (1) Transformer Pad

The Facility will produce electricity delivered to National Grid's local distribution system utilizing 
existing lines within the facility's footprint. Interconnection to National Grid's system will include both 
underground and overhead wires along with new utility poles located on the Property. 

The solar PV modules will be installed on fixed metal racking structur�s secured to the ground utilizing 
direct push/driven pile foundations. Direct Current (DC) wiring with tlie Facility will be secured behind 
the modules, collected at a common point and transition underground at the end of each PV row where 
wiring will be connected to inverters. 

From the inverters, AC wiring will run underground until a point where it will be combined via an 
equipment and transformer pad. From this pad, AC wiring will continue to a series of utility poles on the 
Property with equipment necessary for connecting to National Grid's system. 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®

Visual Impact Assessment 

Aerial Views: Aerial View of System location highlighted in Figure 1 below. 

Solar Panels & Racking: 

r--.. -.. .. ___
N r .. ___ Y-ss 

I -- ... __ _ 

i 

Figure 1: Aerial View 

The project area has slopes ranging from 2 - 15%. Panels are facing south. Placing the panels in 

this manner uses the natural topography and existing vegetation to block the majority of views of 

the site from vantage points. 

Solar panels will be installed at a 20Q angle, facing in a southernly direction. The leading edge of 

each panel will be approximately 3 feet from the finished grade. The back edge will be 9 feet 

from finished grade. The figures below show the mounting systems being proposed for this 

project. 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®

\ 

Figure 2 - Front View of Mounted Solar Panels 

Figure 3 - Side View of Mounted Solar Panels 

Figure 4 - Isometric Rear View of Mounted Solar Panels 
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Figure 5 - Isometric Front View of Solar Panels 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®

Vegetated Buffers: 

The project site as designed, is situated on an area of the property that takes advantage best the existing
vegetation of mature trees, brush, and topography to buffer views.

Existing
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Vegetative
Buffer
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Buffers

\ 

r .. __ 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®

Topography Across Parcel via LIDAR: 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®

Visual Impact 

The project will have limited visual impact from the proposed solar project. As such, the following review 

outlines the impact topography and vegetation has on the visual impact of the solar project from several 

sample locations. Each location below is reviewed against the topography of the project location. The 

scale outline's location of the view point, vegetation and solar arrays. The topography data and graphs 

utilize USGS National Mapping Services: https://apps.nationalmap.gov/viewer/ 
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SOLAR LIBERTY
®
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Buffer Array 

Based upon our evaluation, visual point 1 will not be 
impacted by the solar array given the existing vegetation 
and topography of the l�nd. 
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SOLAR LIBERTY'� 

Visual Point 2 
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Based upon our evaluation, visual point 2 will 
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SOLARLIBERTY
1

'� 

OVERALL VISUAL IMPACT 

The SEP Amsterdam Solar Project is sited in a way that will take full advantage of natural topography and 

existing vegetative buffers to shield the site views. 

Existing vegetative buffers surrounding the project location will minimize any views. Solar Liberty is 

willing to discuss this analysis with the Town and Planning Board. Should any updates be required, or 

portions of the project require screening, Solar Liberty will work with the Town to mitigate any concerns, 

Sincerely, 

Solar Energy Systems, Inc. 

Vice President 
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Application 45.5.C.2.a - Part 2 

Reason 6.C.3 

The Variance would observe the spirit of the Ordinance and would not change the Character of 

the district because: 
\ 

As this property is zoned Industrial Business Park (IBP) we do not believe the proposed solar 

installation will result in an adverse impact on non-jurisdictional Wetland A, and Streams A and 

B, if the Town were to grant the requested variance to the 200-foot setback requirement. 

Per Article V Section 11, any.number of other principle use structures or facilities could be 

erected on this property, including assembly plants, auto repair shops, tool and die shops and 

distribution centers, that would pose a greater pollution risk to surrounding wetlands and 

streams. 

A non-polluting, relatively quiet solar array that will continue to support both plant life and 

wildlife within the site for decades to come presents itself as a preferred use case for an IBP 

zoned parcel containing streams and wetlands. 
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10\\' ()I l'I ORII)•\. f\10 Hi l\lf"RY COll\lTY. •y 

(l':11,tl• l\\O 11fl'\\(,) 

! Mntplctc rclc\'am blon k. U'>c c 1 m .,IJci:r if nc,.:dcd I
•\. tXl lnll:rprc1u1m11 nl lhl' Znmm.'. ( rJ111um;c or fop 1s rc4ul.'.'Sll .. 'tl be ·ausc 

See attached sheets. 

l l I I •\ :pi: 1.il P1.:m11I un h.:r lh,: loning )rdmunc'-' b n.-qul.'�tcJ lnr be .msc

( 1 ) \ \'nrinnt•c t 11ht· /\min!_! Ord1m111ct- 1::. n:qu� ·t -�I h1.:� 11u·, ·In ·1 1prli minn ol 
thi.: Ortl1nnncc wo�•ld rro lucc 111nln h 1rdsh1p for t!u:sc rcil,on: 

1 I J I lu,.'rl.' i, no r ·1h,onabh: NI\Jrtl 1'11r 1hc l.md h ·cau,;I.!: 

1-1 I h hard hip crl·ntctl i uniqll'-' 011 Ii 1101 �httl\.-d. I) I] prop 'rut·� allk� in th·
i11111H:1Ji.,1c, i inil� 11f 1hi, J'>rnpc:111 1111.l ill thi, 11st: di trict.

r.1) rhl.! \'mi mcc ,,,,uld 111 wrH' 1h• "piri1 I 1h1: ( rd,rumcr.: nnd \\1 uld 11 1 ht11\gl·
th1: 'tmructer �•I' th� J1stric1 b1.!caus1:· 



Application 45.5.C.2.d 

Reason 6.A 

Interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance or Map is requested because: 

An analysis of the site topography'indicates two small areas where slopes are between 11 and 

15 degrees. We have relocated portions of the array that were originally shown in these areas 

and are requesting confirmation that the array is in compliance with the code section. 
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Terrain: Slope Map 

Flat(0') 

• 

Nea�y level (1 ') 

GenUy level (2") 

�-

GenUy sloping (3' -5') _... Moderately Steep (16" - 20') 

Strongly sloping (6' - 1 0') - Steep (21' -30') 

Gently steep (11' -15') - Very steep (31' -90°) 
SITE PLAN 

C.003 5ua.:1'•IOO' � 
O' 50' 100' 

, (t)
200' ,om; 

5 

0.03 

0.04 

1 :4,296 
0.05 

0.09 

0.1 mi 

0.17 km 
Sot.wt:e: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye. Earthstar Geo!;,aphics, CNESIAirbus DS, 
USDA. USGS. AeroGRID. IGN, and the GIS User Comrn.lniey. 
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